Aboriginal political partles to run in next federal election
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A new abariginal political party
bas been formed in Winnipeg with
of running aboriginal can-
didates in a widely expected spring
election.
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didates in the coming election but its an-
nouncement has NDP MP Pat Martin ques-
toning its authenticity because retired Lib-
eral Senator Thelma Chalifoux is helping
spearhead the party.

Martin was widely quoted over his con-
cerns the new party could be designed to
boost Liberal fortunes by filtering off votes
inkey tight ridings, and allow Liberal candi-
dates torun up the middle and gain the seats:

“I fully support the creation'of an aborigi-
nal political party if they choose, but it's
doomed to fail in our system because there's
very few seats where even a unanimous abo-
riginal vote would result in an ME.. If this is
any way a front or any way connected to the
Liberal party, then I have serious concerns
about it... We know that Thelma Chalifoux
was a Liberal chair of the Senate committee
on aboriginal affairs until very recently. Has
she torn up her Liberal party membership,
or is this an extension of the Liberal party?”
said Martin, in an Ottawa Citizen story.

But the former Liberal senator Chalifoux
dismissed Martin's fears saying she was ap-

proached to help get the new aboriginal party
off the ground and will let her Liberal Party
membership simply expire

“I still support a lot of the Liberal philoso-
phy and a lot of the policies, but a lot of the
policies do not address the issues related to
the aboriginals of this country,” she told a
Citizen reporter.

Bill Montour, a former chief of the Six Na-
tions in Ontario and the interim leader of the
APE said the new party’s goal is solely to give
abariginal candidates the ability to seek elec-
tion free of the political constraints of the
traditional party policies

Blockades and demonstrations and pro-
Lcsls are only effective to a certain point.
‘We've gotto start looking at getting our voice
in Parliament, where the other parliamentar-
ians have to listen to us,” he said in the Citi-
zen story.

And he stressed that the APP will focus
on the environment, health and education
issues and addresses the disproportionate
number of aboriginals in correctional facili-
tes.”




